ACTINOMYCOSIS of the subphrenic space is a rare and until very recently a fatal disease. Graves and Ochsner (1934) were able to find only 8 cases reported in the literature, and they described 2 more, both of which terminated fatally. Shearburn described one case (1943) which when last heard of had been admitted to another hospital in a bad condition.
ACTINOMYCOSIS of the subphrenic space is a rare and until very recently a fatal disease. Graves and Ochsner (1934) were able to find only 8 cases reported in the literature, and they described 2 more, both of which terminated fatally. Shearburn described one case (1943) which when last heard of had been admitted to another hospital in a bad condition. Walker and Hamilton (1945), Campbell and Bradford (1948) and Sanford and Barnes (1949) The scars remain healed, with considerable herniation in the right iliac fossa, which will require repair at a later date.
Discussion
In the literature on actinomycosis, a striking feature is the gradual change of outlook in the prognosis of this disease. Earlier papers were uniformly pessimistic in tone (Wangansteen, 1926 ; Kolouch and Peltier, 1946) and all the earlier cases of subphrenic abscess reported were invariably fatal (Graves and Ochsner, 1934 Kelly's (1951) and McVay, Guthrie and Sprunt's (1951) Marson, Meynell and Welsh (1953) there will be further progress in the treatment of this disease.
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